
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE PANEL APPROVAL OF $2 MILLION FOR NEW BUSES IN BERKSHIRE COUNTY
June 20, 2001

  

Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District) announced                that the House Appropriations Committee has approved his $2 million                request for new buses in Berkshire County in the Fiscal Year (FY)                2002 Transportation Appropriations Bill. Olver serves on the Transportation                Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee. Last year, Olver secured                $1 million for new bus purchases in Berkshire County. 

               "Updated buses will ultimately mean better service for Berkshire                County," Olver said. "This will help BRTA to provide the                state-of-the-art public transportation that local residents deserve."                

               Approval by the Appropriations Committee is a preliminary step toward                final passage of the bill. The full House is expected to take up                the bill sometime in July. A final House-Senate reconciled version                of the legislation is due by October 1, 2001, the beginning of Fiscal                Year 2002.

               "My hope is that this funding will make it easier to get around                Berkshire County. That should help keep economic growth on a positive                track," Olver added.

               Berkshire Regional Transit Authority (BRTA) will replace some older                35 foot buses with a fleet of more maneuverable 26 foot buses. The                new buses comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),                and also offer wheelchair lifts, kneeling features, a lower floor                and better turning capabilities.

               Olver helped to secure $19.6 million in transportation earmarks                for the First Congressional District. He is the second most senior                Democrat on the Appropriations Transportation Subcommittee.

               "This is an auspicious start for the Transportation bill,"                Olver said. "As the Appropriations process continues, I will                work to maintain the highest possible level of funding for public                transportation priorities like this earmark for BRTA."
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